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COWS IN THE HIGH STREET... 
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...HIGH STREET,  2019 
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Hundreds of people attended the World War One and Voluntary Aid Detachment 

(VAD) exhibition put on by Biddenden Local History Society in May 2015. 

A makeshift hospital was set up and children were given the chance to experience 

what life was like for nurses and wounded soldiers. The village hall had actually 

been a VAD hospital from 1914-16 when 108 patients passed through. A replica of 

the war memorial was displayed, made by Richard Churton. 

BLHS holds monthly meetings and organises outings for members.   BLHS ARCHIVE 

BIDDENDEN LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY EXHIBITION, 2015 
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THE VILLAGE IN THE SNOW, FEBRUARY 2018 

JUNE SCUTTS 
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 T he Friends of All Saints 

Biddenden, conveniently FAB 

for short, was set up a few years 

ago to raise funds and practical 

support for the beautiful 13th-

century church at the ancient heart 

of the village. Its regular events 

featuring mainly local residents, and 

always including the opportunity for 

wine, snacks and a bit of chatter, 

have become a popular feature of 

life and have raised thousands of 

pounds. The pattern was set when 

the church was packed out in 

January 2017 to hear Joanna Lumley 

(right) talk about her life and the 

many fascinating characters she had 

met during her showbusiness 

career. The following year Dame 

Janet Whitely gave a piano recital 

featuring works by Mozart, Chopin 

and others. More recently in 2019 

Greg Wallace, the MasterChef judge 

(opposite page, with Colin Daly),  

who recently moved to the village, entertained with tales from his London childhood, through work as a market trader, to his association 

with first-class restaurants and his media career. The Robert Reid Trio (next page) brought jazz to a delighted audience, featuring Robert 

Reid on piano, Dave Trigwell on drums and Neil Boxall on double bass. Ellie Laine provided the vocals.   
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